
Babycables & Buttons 

  This hat was a way for me to use up my giant collection 

of buttons and knit up something cute and fast for my 

daughter.  I wanted a pattern simple enough to work on 

while the kids were playing , but interesting so the 

finished hat would be funky enough to stand out on the 

playground.   Hope you enjoy it! 

 

 

 

Yarn – Hacho Merino (Sapphire Jade pictured above) One skein  (137 yds) 

Needles – US 6s – one pair of 16” circs and one set of DPNs  

Notions - two buttons, darning needle, marker, needle & thread for sewing on the buttons 

Sizing –   

Lg = 16” head - 2-3 yr old 

 Med = 14” head – 1-2 yr old 

 Sm = 12” head - baby 

Gauge – 6 sts per inch in 2x2 ribbing, unblocked and lying flat 

 

Directions: 

Using your circular needle cast on 76 (84, 92) stitches.  Join, being careful not to twist.   

Work one row of K2, P2 ribbing and join, careful not to twist.  Continue in ribbing for 1”. 

Next row, begin the Babycable pattern below.  

Babycables 

Row 1 – (*P2, K2tog but do not slip sts off left  needle.  Knit into the first stitch again, and then slip both off together* ) 

repeat 

Rows 2 & 3 – P2, K2 in pattern all the way around 

Continue until you are 5” (5.5”, 5.5”) from cast on edge.  End with row 1 of pattern.  The remainder of the hat will be 

decreases in simple ribbing for a few rows, followed by decreases in stocking stitch.  Switch to DPNs when you need to.  

  

 



Top Decrease 

Row 1 – K2, P2, K2, P2tog* repeat 

Row 2 – K2, P2tog, K2, P1* repeat 

Row 3 – K2, P1, K2tog, P1* repeat 

Row 4 – K2tog, P1, K1, P1* repeat 

Row 5 – K1, P1, K1, P1* repeat 

Row 6 – K2tog, K1, P1* repeat 

Row 7 – K2tog, K1* repeat 

Repeat Row 7 until you have less than 10 sts.  Break yarn, leaving a tail.  Using darning needle, thread tail through the 

remaining loops and pull gently to close hole.  Weave in end.   

Button Band 

Using 2 DPNs, create a flat i-cord, between 4 and 7 stitches wide.  The sample hat has a 7 stitch i-cord, and the flower 

buttons are 1” wide.  Be sure to take a look at your buttons on the band, placed over the hat.  Go with what you like.    

How to I-cord - Cast on desired number of stitches.  Leave a tail for sewing onto the hat.  Knit one row.  Do not flip work, 

but take working yarn from left and move right, behind the work.  Knit next row (with working yarn you’ve moved) 

beginning with the farthest right stitch.  Repeat.  

Continue until you have about 5”(6”,6”).   Cast off, leaving a tail for sewing onto the hat.  The cord is intended to go 

across the forehead, ending and beginning about the hairline.  They will stretch a little when the hat is worn and hang a 

little when it’s not.  Stretch the hat a little or put it on the intended wearer to see where you want your ends.  Position 

the band about 1.5” up from the cast on edge.  Sew the ends on.     

 Sew buttons onto band, about quarter inch from the ends – or where you like ‘em.  (If they are heavy, you’ll need a 

couple reinforcement stitches straight to the hat as well)   

Weave in ends.  You’re done! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for making my pattern!  If you’re online, email me a photo of your finished hat – I’d love to see it!  theacolman@yahoo.com 

If you have any questions or problems with the pattern, send me a comment on my blog:  http://babycocktails.blogspot.com.    

Pattern and images:  copyright 2007 Thea Colman.    For personal use only.  Not for resale.   
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